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Sir: 

Submitted herewith on the attached fonn, entitled hifonnation Disclosure Statement by 
Applicant, is a list of documents of which Applicants are aware which they beUeve may be 
material to the examination of this application, and in respect of which there may be a duty to 
disclose in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.56. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.98(2), copies of the cited 
U.S. patents are not submitted herewith. 

Applicants' attomey is also advised that, in or about July 2001, a piece of equipment at a 
facility of Fiskars Brands, hic. was observed that reportedly assembled scissors blades together 
by driving a screw through the pivot joint to a preset depth. Additional equipment was 
reportedly seen that opened and closed a pair of scissors and recorded the torque required to do 
so, displaying the information on a computer screen. The pairs of scissors whose recorded 
torque did not meet acceptable limits were reportedly rejected from the system and had to be 
manually adjusted by an operator. Maintenance personnel apparently could use this information 
to manually reset the screwdriver depth to attempt to achieve the desired torque. The rejection 
rate rei)ortedly varied from 20-50%: ' 

This statement is beinglBled before the first Office Action on the merits, and therefore no 
fee is believed to be due. If any fee is due, however, the Patent and Trademark Office is 
authorized to charge any such fee except for an issue fee to Deposit Account No. 50-2176. 
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